Is subradical surgical treatment for carcinoma of the cervix uteri stage IB logical?
Twenty-eight patients with squamous carcinoma of the cervix FIGO stage Ib were treated with three courses of neoadjuvant chemotherapy with a VBP modified scheme. Clinical responses showed that the percentage of complete and moderate responses exceeds 95% of the cases. Clinical response was also related to tumor bulk measurement by ultrasound scanning. Twenty-three of the patients were then subjected to the Wertheim-Meigs operation. Pathological findings of surgical specimens showed absence of residual lesion in 6 patients (26.1%) and carcinoma smaller than 0.5 cm in 5 patients (21.7%). Tumor response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy was excellent in NG3, MG3 tumors when lymphoplasmomonocytic infiltration was present. In accord with this result a new protocol was developed.